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Mission
The ESWWDA is committed to taking 
a leadership role in protecting our 
natural resources through the promotion 
of the ground water industry. It strives 
to suppor t a spirit  of cooperation, 
communication, and education within 
the industry and with the consumers 
and regulatory agencies. 

Visit  

2026 ESWWDA ANNUAL MEETING

        JANUARY 13-14, 2026 

The 2026 ESWWDA Annual 
M e e t i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e 
January 13–14 at the Turning 
Stone Casino’s Shenandoah 
Clubhouse ,  located at 5218 
Pat r ic k  Rd . ,  Veron a ,  ju s t 
minutes from NYS Thruway 
e x i t  33.  T he  c lubhou s e  i s 
convenient ly situated next 
to  t he  L od ge  a nd C a si no, 
and complimentary shutt le 
service is provided to transport 
you between your hotel and  
the clubhouse.

To reserve a room, call 1-800-771-7711 
 by December 19 at 5:00 PM and 
mention the ESWWDA room block  
to receive special rates. Room options 
and rates are:
	Accommodations:  
	Hotel Rooms: 	$149.00 per night plus tax 
	Tower Rooms: 	$199.00 per night plus tax 
	Lodge Rooms: 	$269.00 per night plus tax

Valet parking is available for a small 
additional fee.
Tuesday’s agenda features a Board 
Meeting at 7:30 AM, followed by 

a  Pump Insta l ler  Primer class 
(registration and fee required) and 
industry classes from 11:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. Pizza will be served at noon for 
lunch. Suppliers will be setting up for 
the trade show during this time, and 
auction donations may be dropped off 
anytime in the trade show room on 
the second floor. Proceeds from the 
auction benefit projects throughout 
the year, especially the Veterans’ 
Program.

The Supplier Cocktail Party and 
Trade Show kicks off at 4:30 PM and 
continues until 7:30 PM. Afterward, 

members are invited to explore 
the casino, dine at one of the 
renowned restaurants, or enjoy 
live music and dinner at The 
Gig  (see addit iona l deta i ls  
in Hole Talk).

On Wednesday, the General 
Membership Meeting begins 
at 9:00 AM, featuring officer 
e l e c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  mu c h -
anticipated drawing for the 
large raf f le.  Someone will 
win $10,000! Guest speakers 

i n c lu d e  Jo s hu a  O p p e n h e i m e r 
from Greenberg Traurig , Carrie 
Friello from the NYS DEC Division  
of Minerals, and Beth Guidetti from 
the NYS DEC Water Well Program 
and possibly a director from NGWA. 
Please see page 2 for the full meeting 
itinerary.

Turning Stone of fers accla imed 
gaming, more than twenty dining 
options, two luxury spas, five golf 
courses, a 5,000-seat event center,  
a cabaret-style showroom, and on-site 
shopping for your enjoyment.   

What’s in this Issue
Fall Meeting Agenda . . . . . . . . . . .            2
Board of Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               2
President’s Message . . . . . . . . . . . .             3
Meeting Minutes . . . . . . . . . . . . .              4-5
Membership Report/Application  .  7, 9

Primer Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    11
Giving Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    12
Clip ‘n Copy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    17
Bits & Pieces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               20-23
Upcoming Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . .             24

www.nywelldriller.org
www.nywelldriller.org


Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org 2 Fourth Quarter 2025

	 Location: 	 Turning Stone Resort & Casino 
		  5218 Patrick Road, Verona, NY 13478 
		  1-800-771-7711   www.turningstone.com

	 Accommodations: 	 Hotel Rooms: 	 $149.00 per night plus tax 
		  Tower Rooms: 	 $199.00 per night plus tax 
		  Lodge Rooms: 	 $269.00 per night plus tax

A block of rooms with the above special rates have been set aside  
from Monday, January 12 through Wednesday, January 14, 2026. 
Please make your reservations early. The block of rooms expires  
by 5 pm on December 19th. Going forward, the room rates will  

be at standard rates based  
upon availability. Make sure  
to mention ESWWDA to obtain  
the special group rate pricing.

All activities and meetings will be 
held in the Shenandoah Clubhouse 
located adjacent to the Lodge.

Directions: Take the New York State Thruway (Interstate 90) to Exit 
33 (Verona-Rome). At the exit turn left. At the first traffic light, turn 
left again. If you can the spot the 19-story Tower Hotel at the Turning 
Stone Casino Resort, you are leaded in the right direction. Follow the 
signs for directions to different buildings, parking garage and  
free parking areas. Valet parking is also available for a minimal fee.

For road conditions, phone 800-THRUWAY. 

2026 Empire State Water Well Drillers’ Association 
Annual Meeting Agenda

 
January 13-14, 2026

Tuesday, January 13th
	 7:30 am	 ESWWDA Board Meeting
	 8:30 am	 Class Registration
	 9 am – 11 pm	 Pump Installer Primer (Charge for class)
	 11 am	 Gene Devine from Gallagher on Pollution Liability
	 Noon	 Pizza in the Building
	 1 pm – 2 pm	 Viqua/Trojan – UV Lights
	 2:15 pm – 3:15 pm	 HAUN Welding
	 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 	 Bill O’Conner from Gallagher with OSHA
	 4:30 pm – 7:30 pm	 Supplier Cocktail Party, Trade Show and AUCTION!

Wednesday, January 14th
	 9:00 am	 ESWWDA General Membership Meeting 
		  Guest Speakers: Government Affairs Update  
		  by Joshua Oppenheimer from Greenberg Traurig,   
		  Carrie Friello from NYS DEC Division of Minerals and  
		  Beth Guidetti from NYS DEC Water Well Program
		  Election of Officers and Board of Directors
		  Drawing for the winners of the largec cash raffle. 

2025 O f f icer s  and Direc tor s
President

Chris Root , CWD/PI, Root Contracting 
5540 Wolfspring Road, Scio, NY 14800 
(585) 593-4304 º Rootwaterwell@gmail.com

Vice President

Jeremy Baldwin, MGWC, Hawk Drilling Co., Inc. 
354 Stone Church Road, Saratoga, NY 12020 
(518) 885-7952 º hawkdrilling@aol.com                

Past President

Dave Rosick , CWD/PI, Rosick Well Drilling LLC 
1175 Farley Road, Hudson Falls, NY 12839 
(518) 746-0173 º Rosickdrilling@yahoo.com

Secretary/Treasurer

Charles W. Crover, CWD/PI 
Roarke Well Drilling, Inc. 
431 Scotchtown Ave., Goshen, NY 10924 
(845) 783-9355 º Chuck@RoarkeWellDrilling.com

ESWWDA Correspondence Manager

Julie Boyd 
1054 Route 52, Carmel, NY 10512 
(845) 225-3196 º Jewels2564@aol.com

ESWWDA Assistant Correspondence Manager

Susan Bates 
900 N. James St., Rome, NY 13440 
(315) 225-3060 º Gramsue67@gmail.com

3 – Year Directors

Mike Palleschi, CPG , CWD 
Senior Geologist, Alpha Geoscience 
(518) 348-6995 º mpalleschi@alphageoscience.com

Richard Tompkins, Reliable Pump & Well 
(845) 629-8301 º reliablepumpandwell@gmail.com 

2 - Year Directors

Daniel Boyd, DNA Well Maintenance 
(772) 626-4515 º Daniel.Boyd70@gmail.com 

Zack Barlett , Bartlett Well Drilling 
(315) 331-6900 

1 – Year Directors

William Frey, MGWC, Frey Well Drilling Inc. 
(716) 937-7977 º DrillerFrey@aol.com

James Utter, Utter Well Drilling 
(607) 582-7436 º jimdrilling@yahoo.com 

Supplier Directors

Bernie Kistner, Group One Northeast, Inc. 
(845) 473-1969 º bckistner@aol.com

Dave Keough, Blake Equipment 
(845) 258-7867 º Dave.keough@blakeequip.com

Christopher Beatson, Xylem 
(585) 469-0069 º christopher.beatson@xylem.com

Values
The Board of Directors and membership of E.S.W.W.D.A. believe 

in the promotion of the ground water industry through:
Professional Standards º Communication 

Education º Integrity º Affordability
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The President’s Thoughts

Something to be proud of.

Well, here we are and it’s fall already! In my 
last letter, I mentioned that I was waiting for 
fall to get here. What I meant by that was that 
by the time fall settled in, I would have made 
it through the ESWWDA Fall Meeting, the 
summer heat, and the busy workload. Yet as 
I sit down to write this letter, I can’t say I feel 
any more at ease heading into winter. The same 
concerns linger in the back of my mind and how 
to keep up with the workload, what the weather will do, 
end-of-the-year numbers, and trying to manage the rising 
cost of materials.

I’m sure I’m not the only one who lets the stresses of work 
take center stage in their thoughts. This year has certainly 
been a test for all of us “water whisperers,” with the drought 
leaving folks dry left and right and all that on top of an 
already heavy workload. My wife often reminds me that we 
“work to live life, not live to work.” I usually fire back with, 
“Yeah, but the cows need water too!”
Now, getting onto the business end of the stick. ESWWDA’s 
Fall Meeting was a success! We had around 75 people in 
attendance for the drilling demo and lunch. I want to say 
that without Merle Hoover and the crew from East West 
Drilling Supply, the day wouldn’t have been nearly as 
successful as it was. Thank you, Merle, for your partnership 
and participation.

I also want to thank my crew, the Root Water Well family. 
I couldn’t have done it without you. You know who you 
are so thank you! The Pioneer Oil Museum was a perfect 
backdrop, with old drilling tools displayed in every corner 

of every building. Thank you to everyone 
who came and participated. It real ly was  
a great show.

Now, onto some behind-the-scenes news. A few  
of us from ESWWDA have been in weekly 
meetings and discussions with DEC and 
NY-GEO on how to integrate the geothermal 
drilling industry into our existing water well 
regulations and laws. There are a lot of moving 

parts to this legislation, and it will affect both industries. 
Our plan is to have a majority of this proposed legislation 
laid out to present to the membership at our “Big Beautiful 
Annual Meeting” in January. Don’t forget that this year’s 
meeting is one week earlier on the calendar! I want to stress 
that this will only be a proposed revision, and we’ll be 
looking for comments and feedback from the membership. 
This January’s meeting will be an important one to attend, 
with some very pertinent information being shared.
As we head into the colder months, I hope everyone finds 
a little time to slow down and take stock of what we’ve 
accomplished this year. Even with the challenges from the 
drought to the long hours, we’ve continued to show up and 
get the job done, keeping water flowing for families, farms, 
and communities. That’s something to be proud of. Let’s 
not forget to take a breath now and then, enjoy the season, 
and maybe even let a few of those to-do lists wait until 
tomorrow. After all, winter has its way of reminding us to 
pause and sometimes that’s exactly what we need. Stay safe, 
stay warm, and here’s to wrapping up another year strong.
Chris Root, ESWWDA President 

ESWWDA Slate of Officers
	 President –	 Chris Root, CWD/PI

	 Vice President –	 Jeremy Baldwin, MGWC

	 Secretary/Treasurer –	 Charles Crover, CWD/PI

	 3-Year Directors –	 William Frey, MGWC 

	 –	 James Utter

	 2-Year Directors –	 Mike Palleschi, CPG/CWD 

	 – 	Richard W. Tompkins 

	 1-Year Directors –	 Zack Bartlett 

	 –	 Daniel Boyd   
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ESWWDA SUMMER MEETING
Friday, October 3, 2025  

The fall general membership meeting 
was called to order at 3:08 pm in the 
Pioneer Oil Museum in Bolivar, NY 
with 40 people in attendance. President 
directed Julie Boyd to take roll call. 
Board in attendance either in person  
or via zoom were:
President: Chris Root
Vice President: Jeremy Baldwin
Secretary Treasurer: Chuck Crover
Directors:
Zack Barlett
William Frey
James Utter
Bernie Kistner
Dave Keough
Chris Beatson
Dave Root made a motion to accept 
the minutes as they appeared in Hole 
Talk. Jim Dwyer seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed.
Charles Crover stated that he had 
given the Board a detailed treasurer’s 
report. The business of the association 
was in good standing. Dave Root made 
a motion to approve the treasurer’s 
report. Jim Dwyer seconded the 
motion. The motion was passed.
President Chris Root thanked 
the membership for attending the 
meeting and the demo. He has been 
coming to this museum since he was 
a little boy, just like he was attending 
drillers’ meetings. At 16 years old he 
would drive there to pick up casing. 
This location and now the museum 

are very important to him. President 
Root informed the membership that 
there is a great deal happening with 
the DEC regarding proposed changes 
to the regulations regarding revisions 
and inclusion of the geothermal 
drilling. We need to continue our 
working relationship with NY-GEO 
and the DEC. Copies of the proposed 
changes have been added to the 
document center on our website at 
www.nywelldriller.org.
Communications: The association received 
t ha n k you le t ters  f rom Dav id 
Hovancik and his granddaughter  
for their well. Copies of the letters will 
appear in Hole Talk.
Sickness & Health: It was reported that 
David Bruce Tompkins, Richard 
Tompkins’ uncle, passed away. Jim 
Utter said he had one employee who 
died in an auto accident this summer 
and one who was diagnosed with 
leukemia. It was reported that David 
Chugg was not doing well.
Insurance & Safety: Analisa Bastiani-
Jesco stated that she had two speakers 
attending the Annual meeting. One 
is Bill O’Conner who will be doing 
OSHA updates and Gene Devine 
who will be speaking regarding 
pollution liability.
Membership: Julie Boyd reported that we 
have a total of 287 members. The year 
2025 ended with a total of 163 contractor 
members with only 27 unpaid; a total 

of 49 suppler/manufacturer members 
with only 5 unpaid; and a total of 75 
associate members with only 6 unpaid. 
Invoicing for the 2026 will occur 
before November 1st.
Scholarship: No report at this time.
Government Affairs: Sandra Baldwin agreed 
with what President Root had stated 
earlier. If members would like to have 
some input, please go to the website and 
review the documents. We will have 
updates at the Annual meeting.
NEWWA: Henry Boyd reported that the 
NEWWA Board met the previous 
Saturday to review the March 2025 
expo and begin planning the future 
2026 Expo. A check was given to each 
state for the amount of $3500 from 
the previous show. It was noted that 
the proceeds are shared between the 
five states, not seven.
Budget & Finance: No report was given. It 
was announced that a donation to the 
Pioneer Oil Museum would be made 
by the association.
Education: Henry Boyd reported that we 
have not done any additional primer 
classes since April. We will see what 
classes are offered at the Annual 
meeting. The demand for the primer 
classes would increase if there was 
more enforcement by DEC.
NGWA: Anyone attending the Ground 
Water Expo in New Orleans who would 
like to be a delegate should contact Sue 

 
Hydrofracking and water well rehabilitation for 

your residential, commercial and irrigation needs.  
Call today for an estimate! 

Owners: Daniel & Adrienne Boyd 
(845) 600-6382 

DnAWaterWellMaintenance@icloud.com 
 

 Hydrofracking is money “well” spent! 

DnA Water Well Maintenance 

Hydrofracking is money “well” spent! 

ESWWDA FALL MEETING

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2025  
DEREX Dual Rotary Drilling Demo, Tour of the Pioneer Oil Museum,  

On-site BBQ, Cocktail Hour, Dinner

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2025  
*Local tours of functioning oil wells*

*Options for a golf outing*
RSVP FOR THE TOUR or Golf BY 9/26/2025 TO Rootwws@gmail.com
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Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org Hole Talk 5

ESWWDA Values
The Board of Directors and membership 
of E.S.W.W.D.A. believe in the promotion 

of the ground water industry through:
Professional Standards º Communication 

Education º Integrity º Affordability
 

Bates. President Root stated 
that Mike Palleschi is looking 
at adding educational link 
to our website from NGWA. 
This year at the Expo, Joe Testa 
will be receiving the Special 
Recognition Award for his service  
to  t he  i ndust r y  a nd w it h t he  
Veteran’s program.
WSC: No report was given.
Hole Talk: Deadline for all submissions 
is November 1st.
Public Information: No report was given.
DOT: Please follow up that your reg-
istrations are all current including  
updates to the Federal Motor Carrier 
System Administration Clearing-
house for drug and alcohol testing  
for CDL drivers.
Geothermal: No report given.
Veteran Program: Jim Utter reported 

that there were donations of a water 
treatment system and a submersible 
pump to two Veterans. We have no 
new applications. There was discussion 
regarding a contract with Veterans, 
especially regarding water quality and 
cleanup of the drill site.
Past Presidents: No report given.
Old Business: There was just a reminder 
that the Annual meeting  wi l l be 
held Januar y 13-14, 2026 ,  at the  
same location.
New Business: Regular raffle tickets were 
sold during lunch by Josh Hood, Adam 
Yarrish, and Henry Boyd. The winner 

of $190 was Tony Fritz who 
donated the monies back to 
the association. At this time, 

we drew the names of the two 
winners and one alternate for the 

mud school. The winners were Zack 
Bartlett and Roarke Well Drilling. 
Josh Hood will be an alternate. Tickets 
for the large $10,000 raffle are still 
for sale and can be purchased from 
the website or in person on Tuesday, 
January 13th. Just look for the 
sign! The drawing will be held at the 
General Membership meeting on  
January 14, 2026.

At 4:15 pm Jim Utter made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting. Dave Root 
seconded the motion. All were in favor 
of the motion.

Respectfully submitted by: 
Julie Boyd 

THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING YOUR BUSINESS?
AMBER is actively seeking to acquire competitive 
water well drilling, pump, and water conditioning 
& filtration businesses. Whether you’re looking to sell, retire 
or transition from owner to employee, AMBER is easy to work with, 
and provides owners with a smooth and seamless exit strategy.

WHY 
AMBER?

CALL or TEXT TODAY 315-484-5959  
All business consultations are strictly confidential.
Visit www.AmberWaterPros.com/acquisitions

© 2022 Amber Water Pros

LARGE
NETWORK

QUICK
CLOSINGS

FINANCIALLY
STRONG

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
& MANUFACTURING CHANNELS

HIGHLY RECOGNIZED 
BRAND IN THE INDUSTRY

www.nywelldriller.org
www.AmberWaterPros.com/acquisitions
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THANK YOU, CHRIS ROOT & 
ROOT’S WATER WELL FAMILY! 
 Your contributions to both the history of 
drilling and the future of the water well 
industry are worth more than words can say! 

www.nywelldriller.org
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2025 ESWWDA Committees
Scholarship 
Chairperson	 Jim Utter	 607-582-7436 
	 Kevin Moravec	 315-536-3911 
	 Ricky Tompkins	 845-629-8301 
	 Zack Barlett	 315-331-6900
Education 
Chairperson	 Henry Boyd	 845-225-3196 
	 Jeremy Baldwin	 518-885-7952 
	 Sandra Baldwin	 518-396-9499 
	 Zack Bartlett	 315-331-6900
Membership 
Chairperson	 Sue Bates	 315-339-9060 
	 William Frey	 716-937-7977 
	 Chris Root	 585-593-4309

Insurance/ Safety    
Chairperson	 Analisa Jesco	 888-869-3535 
	 William Frey	 716-937-7977 
	 Chuck Crover	 845-783-9355
Government Affairs 
Chairperson	 Janice Hawk-Baldwin	518-885-7952 
	 Sandra Baldwin	 518-885-7952 
	 Jeff Smith	 518-758-6142 
	 All Board of Directors

NEWWA	  
Chairperson	 Henry Boyd	 845-225-3196 
	 Julie Bullock	 845-225-3196 
               Alt.	 Dan Boyd	 772-626-4515 
	 James Utter	 607-351-1002

Liaisons to NGWA/WSC 
Chairperson	 Mike Palleschi	 518-348-6995 
	 Henry Boyd	 845-225-3196 
	 Dave Keough	 845-258-7867 
	 Zack Bartlett	 315-331-6900 
	 Richard Moravec	 315-536-3911

Budget & Finance 
Chairperson	 Tyler Wills	 518-758-6142 
	 Chuck Crover	 845-783-9355 
	 Bernie Kistner	 845-473-1969 
	 Analisa Jesco	 888-869-3535

Hole Talk	 
Chairperson	 Julie Bullock	 845-225-3196 
	 Sue Bates	 315-339-8960

By-Laws	  
Chairperson	 Tony Ferraioli	 518-861-8733 
	 Henry Boyd	 845-225-3196

Environment 
Chairperson	 Henry Boyd	 845-225-3196 
	 Daniel Boyd	 772-626-4515 
	 Mike Palleschi	 518-348-6995

DOT 
Chairperson	 Jeremy Baldwin	 518-885-7952 
	 Daniel Boyd	 772-626-4515 
	 William Frey	 716-937-7977

Geothermal 
Chairperson	 Kevin Moravec	 315-536-3911 
	 Richard Tompkins	 845-629-8301 
	 Jeremy Baldwin	 518-885-7952

Giving Back 
Chairperson	 Jim Utter	 607-582-7436 
	 Sandra Baldwin	 518-885-7952 
	 Zack Bartlett	 315-331-6900 
	 Tyler Wills	 518-758-6142

Supplier’s Division 
 Chairperson	 Bernie Kistner	 845-473-1969 
	 Dave Keough	 845-258-7867 
	 Christopher Beatson	585-469-0069

 Payments may be made by mailing checks to: 
ESWWDA, 1054 Route 52, Carmel, NY 10512

or PayPal at www.nywelldriller.org 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Nove mber 2025
	 CATEGORY	 TOTAL	 PAID	 UNPAID
	 Contractors	 163	 135	 28
	 Suppliers	 49 	  44	 5
	 Associates	 75	  69	  6

            ==============================
	 Total	 287	 248	 39

	 Members in arrears for 2+ years 
	 will be dropped from active membership

 “Support the Suppliers 
Who Support You”

Dustin Clausing – 304.906.3994

www.nywelldriller.org
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ESWWDA & You ... A Smart Alliance

The industry is in an era of change. To understand the changes taking place and 
to lead the industry through its transitions, drillers need to access the best minds 
available - each other.

That’s why your affiliation with the ESWWDA is a smart investment. 
It’s an alliance of individual drillers that work for you and with you.

Your membership gives you access to programs and services specifically formulated 
for the professional growth and success of water well drillers and pump installers.

The association provides:
º Educational programs in: water well drilling, pump installation, 

 general management.

º Informative newsletter: Hole Talk covers local, 
 state and national issues and news.

º Annual Tuition Scholarships

º A united voice: ESWWDA speaks for drillers on issues 
 of far-reaching impact.

º A voice: A vote on the direction ESWWDA takes.

Join or renew your membership and keep this powerful alliance alive! 

ESW WDA
Membership Application Empire State Water Well Drillers’ Association º Organized 1941

	Name: ___________________________________________  	 Date: __________________________________ 

	Street: ___________________________________________  	 Work Phone: ____________________________ 

	City: ______________________ State: ____ Zip: _________  	 Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

	County: __________________________________________ . 	 Email: __________________________________ 

	Business Name: ____________________________________ 	 Website: ________________________________ 

	 Contractor/Driller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $250 	 NGWA Member     Yes ______ No ______ 

	 Pump Installer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $250 	 MGWC/CWD/CPI # ______________________ 

	 Supplier/Manufacturer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $250 	 NYS DEC Reg # _________________________ 

	 Associate Company Member  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $50 	 Sponsor:  _______________________________

	 Retired Member  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $50
                                   	          (Who were self-employed with no employees)

Mail application to: Susan Bates, 900 N James Street, Rome, NY 13440 (Checks payable to: ESWWDA)
Or visit our website at w w w.ny welldriller.org  to join.

Dues are NOT Tax Deductible

www.nywelldriller.org
www.nywelldriller.org
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	 At the Annual meeting of the Empire State Water 
Well Driller’s Association, we will be offering classes. 
Preregistration is required one week in advance 
and classes must have a minimum attendance 
or classes will be cancelled. Registration 
deadline is January 2, 2026.
	 The class will cover the Water Systems 
General and the Pumps under 100 gpm exam 
for pump installers. Please note exams are not 
given on-site. You must schedule the test on your own 
and in advance.
	 Completion of this class and general f irsthand 
experience will enable you to prepare for the required 
NGWA exams. Licensing for any person operating a drill 
rig or performing pump work is a DEC requirement.
	 Class size will be limited. Registration will be $50 
for ESWWDA members and $80 for non-members. Any 
member who has already taken any of the primer classes 
offered in 2002 through 2025 may retake the class for 
$40.00. Payment can be made with cash, check or credit card 
(MasterCard or Visa). Onsite check-in begins at 8:30 am.

Contact Julie Boyd to pre-register at 845-225-3196 
or email at jewels2564@aol.com.

New York State Env ironmenta l 
Conservation Law ECL §15-1525 
requires the following:
• Water well drillers and pump contractors 
must be registered with the NYS Department 

of Environmental Conservation.
•  After a well is drilled, contractors 

must provide a DEC well completion report 
to the well owner.
•	 At least one certified individual must be 
on site during well construction, pump installation 
or repair to either.
•	 Water wells must be constructed in accordance 
with NYS Department of Health rules and regulations 
(link leaves DEC website).
•	 Water well drillers and pump contractors are subject 
to General Business Law 36-A, which regulates home 
improvements.
•	 The NYS Health Department has Fact Sheets on 
Protection of Water Wells (link leaves DEC website). 

Pump Installer Primer Classes  
Will Be Of fered at the Annual Meeting, Tuesday, January 13th 

???

www.nywelldriller.org
http://pwinc.com
http://pwinc.com
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Giving Back……
I want to express my deepest 
gratitude for your incredible 
generosity and unwavering 
support during a time of 
profound loss for me and 
my family. When my wife 
passed ,  I  fou nd mysel f 
completely overwhelmed 

not knowing how to even begin to manage everything that 
needed to be done. But you all stepped in not only with the 
equipment and services needed to dig the well, but with the 
kind of care and self lessness that speaks volumes.
Having been a part of this military community for over 20 
years, I’ve always known that when one of us faces hardship 
we come together. But seeing that in action, through your 
kindness, was something truly special. It’s a reminder 
that we’re not alone in our struggles, that there are always 
people who stand by us, even in our darkest moments.
I am eternally grateful to each of your support. Your actions 
went beyond the physical labor of digging a well, they 
showed me the depth of friendship, compassion, and love 
that exists within our community. I will carry that always.
From the bottom of my heart thank you, David Hovancik

On behalf of my grandfather, 
my family, and our military 
community, I would like 
to  ex tend ou r  deepest 
gratitude for the assistance 
you provided with his well. 
Your self less support and 
willingness to step in re-
f lect the very values of ser-
vice, integrity, and commit-
ment that we hold in the  
highest regard.
Your actions made a mean-
ingful difference, not only in 
the resolving a practical need 
but also in reminding us of the strength that comes from 
community and camaraderie. We are sincerely thankful for 
your time, effort, and the respect you showed throughout.
Please accept our heartfelt appreciation for your generosity 
and dedication. Your support will not be forgotten.
With respect and gratitude
Brandi Gallway (David’s granddaughter)

Special Thank Yous to:
 Baker Campbell
Blake Equipment

Goulds/Xylem
Group One Northeast

www.nywelldriller.org
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Division of Water, Bureau of Water Resource Management
625 Broadway, Albany NY 12233-3508 | dec.ny.gov | nyswaterwells@dec.ny.gov | 877-472-2619

Nov 2024

New York State Water Well Contractor Exam Requirements

To meet the requirements of ECL §15-1525, an individual must take and pass, with a score 
of 70% or better: 

• Two exams (General Drilling Exam and one additional drilling exam) for drilling; and

• Two exams (Water Systems General Exam and one additional pump exam) for pump
installation and service.

The exams listed below are designed to test your knowledge in each area of expertise. Each 
exam consists of 50 questions (unless otherwise noted). Candidates have one hour to complete 
each exam. Each exam costs $75. PSI Services LLC administers the exams by computer at 
test centers nationwide. All testing centers are ADA compliant. If you require special 
accommodations, please contact the National Ground Water Association (NGWA) at
800-551-7379.

Drilling categories:
General drilling exam
Exam A/B: Cable tool drilling
Exam C/D: Air rotary drilling
Exam E/F: Mud rotary drilling
Exam G: Reverse circulation drilling
Exam H: Jetting and driving wells
Exam M: Augering and monitoring
(75 questions)

Pump categories:
Water systems general exam
Exam K: Water systems less than 100 gpm
Exam L: Water systems more than 100 gpm

Specialty exam category:
Exam N: Well servicing and maintenance

For study materials and additional information, contact:

National Ground Water Association 
800-551-7379
www.ngwa.org

Empire State Water Well Drillers Association, Inc.
Henry or Julie Boyd

845-225-3196
jewels2564@aol.com

To sign up to take the exam at a location near you, contact:

PSI Services LLC
Phone: 855-579-4642

https://test-takers.psiexams.com/ngwa

DEC’s Division of Water has released a Dry Water 
Well Reporting Form that can be completed by 
drillers, pump installers, or water well owners - 
which is quite timely given the current drought 
conditions across much of New York State. While 
the main purpose of the tool is to better understand 
and evaluate drought conditions, the information 
we obtain may also assist in future establishment  
of funding sources for water well owners, which we 
all know is needed by many.

The direct link to the form is:
https://survey123.arcgis.com/
share/69fc089e9aba462bb1d50150336f2eff     
You can also reach the form using links available 
on the following web pages (scroll down toward  
the bottom of each page):

Water Well Contractor Program  
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/
water/water-quantity/water-well-contractor-
program   This page also contains a lot of great 
information, forms, and data for water well 
contractors and well owners!

Drought
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/
water/water-quantity/drought

This page also contains information for water well 

owners on what to do if their well goes dry!  

ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM NYS DEC

www.nywelldriller.org
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Hand Protection
From NGWA Safety Facts Sheets

Two of the most intricately designed instruments 
that we work with are our hands. We probably 
couldn’t use any other devices that can take the 
beatings our hands take and still turn out precision 
maneuvers.

Like most things of marvel, we have come to take 
our hands for granted – except when we get our 
fingers pinched in a door or between two bowling 
balls. Then we remember that our hands are not 
only present but sensitive, too. Unfortunately, we 
soon forget this experience and start taking them 
for granted again.

It might surprise you to know that hand injuries 
account for one-third of the two million disabling 
on-the-job accidents which occur each year. Most 
of these hand injuries are caused by pinch points – 
80% of them, in fact.

Pinch points have the nasty habit of catching us 
when we aren’t looking, or more appropriately 
stated, when we’re not paying attention. Pinch 
points can be avoided by being aware of their 
existence and then taking the proper precautions.

Another precaution to take for hand protection is 
to wear approved work gloves when handling rough 
materials and during other operations where your 
hands are directly involved in the lifting or moving 
of objects. Still other safety measures include taking 
time to remove or bend down protruding nails, 
splinters, and sharp edges on materials you’re going 
to be working with.

Of course, machine guards and the special tools 
given to you to perform your job should be utilized. 
When you don’t lock out machinery which you have 
to reach into, or when you remove a guard and don’t 
replace it, you’re positively increasing the odds that 
you’ll be injured, and any bet you make against 
yourself is a poor one.

Hand protection isn’t anything new. It’s been 

considered important for years. In medieval times, 
knights wore armored gauntlet gloves. Later, the 
bare-knuckled prizefighters discovered it was easier 
on both parties involved if their hands were covered 
when they squared off. And as the game of baseball 
developed, the fielder’s glove evolved from a skimpy 
piece of leather into something with considerably 
more padding.

Despite any precautions we may take, our hands 
are going to receive minor injuries from time to 
time, and I caution you to be treated for these cuts 
and scratches, as they can develop into something 
more serious.

However, a little foresight will go a long way toward 
keeping the skin on your hands. For instance, if 
you’re moving an object, either on a hand truck or 
carrying it, make sure the doorways and aisles are 
wide enough to move through safely before starting 
the job. Make sure that you have proper hand 
clearance and be equally cautious when setting 
down your load.

It’s advisable to keep your hands free of grease and 
oil. Slippery hands can get you into trouble, so if 
you get grease on them, clean them up right away.

We’ve probably all joked at some time or another 
that our troubles began when we put on a wedding 
band. This could actually be the truth in reference 
to our jobs. For safety’s sake, don’t wear rings 
while you’re working. They can very easily catch on 
machinery and other objects, resulting in a badly 
cut finger – or worse.

Pulleys and belts form other pinch points and 
should be covered with guards. If it should become 
necessary for you to pick up broken glass, nails, or 
other sharp objects, handle these things with your 
bare hands. So, a good thing to always keep in mind 
is that your hands are fearless. They’ll go any place 
they they’re sent and they’ll act only as wisely as the 
person they belong to. 

www.nywelldriller.org
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Please RSVP by January 6th to  
Gina Finewood  

at gfinewood@groundwatersystemsinc.com  
or (585) 657-6140. 

D&S Pump & Supply Co., Inc.   |   Brewster, NY   |   845-279-3785
SIXTEEN STRATEGIC LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE EASTERN USA!

COME SEE  
LIVE MUSIC 
PERFORMED BY:  
STEVE LAURETI 

ON THE PIANO

D&S Pump
& Supply Co., Inc.

Since 1958 GROUND WATER SYSTEMS

www.nywelldriller.org
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TICKETS for SALE 
Cash Raffle

If you would like to buy tickets before the next meeting,  
If you would like to purchase tickets before the annual meeting, please contact Julie Boyd.  

I will then send them to you in the mail. 
Cash raffle is $50 per ticket and the drawing will be January, 14 2026.

Tickets can be purchased via the website (www.nywelldriller.org),  
by contacting Julie (jewels2564@aol.com or 845-225-3196) or at the annual meeting. 

WHEREVER you need us. 
WHENEVER you need us. 

Blake Equipment stands for fast delivery, 
great service, and competitive prices

Pumps, pipe, filters & accessories, 
your local resource to keep your 
business flowing. 

Contact your nearest 
NY branch:

If you install water systems in the Northeast,  
you need to know what                 stands for.

www.nywelldriller.org
https://www.blakeequip.com/
https://www.blakeequip.com/
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NYS DEC: Beth Guidetti 
(877) 472-2619 
NYSWells@gw.dec.state.ny.us

NGWA Main Office: 
(800) 551-7379 
www.ngwa.org

PSI Exams: 
(800) 733-9267 
www.psiexams.com

Water Systems Council: 
(202) 625-4387 
www.watersystemscouncil.org

American Ground Water Trust 
(603) 228-5444 
trustinfo@agwt.org

ESWWDA: Julie Boyd 
(845) 225-3196 
Jewels2564@aol.com

Hole Talk: Susan Bates 
(315) 225-3060 
Gramsue67@gmail.com

NYS DOT
Division of Permitting 
Ken Dodge 
(888) 783-1685

Truck Safety 
Bill Leonard 
(518) 457-2019 

Important Contacts: 

2025 Suppliers’ & Manufacturers’ Sponsors
Air & Water Source Group LLC

AO Smith Water Treatment

Aqua Flow Pump  
and Supply Co.

AY McDonald 
Manufacturing

Baker Campbell

Baroid IDP

Bit Brokers International LTD

Blake Equipment

C&C Marketing Inc.
D&S Pump and Supply
East West Drilling, Inc.

Emmons Metro LLC
Empire States Associates/  

DAB Pumps 
F.W. Webb Company 

Flexcon Industries
Flomatic Valves

Franklin Electric

Gallagher Insurance
Geoprobe Systems

Goulds/Xylem
Ground Water Systems Inc

Groundwater Supply Co
Group One Northeast

Grundfos
Johnson Screens, Inc

Keystone Drill Services
Marshall & Sterling

Morris Industries
NESA - Boshart-Amtrol

NUMA
NY-GEO

Preferred Pump & Equipment
Premier Pump & Supply, Inc.
Trojan Technologies/VIQUA

Victory Steel
WL Plastics

Worldwide Driller  

Thank you for your support of the ground water industry and ESWWDA!

Any ESWWDA member wishing to voice their 
concern with the contamination 

of ground water by injection wells should contact:

Ms. Nicole Kraft, EPA Section Chief at 
(212) 637-3093 or NicoleKraft@EPA.com. 

www.nywelldriller.org
mailto:NYSWells@gw.dec.state.ny.us
www.ngwa.org
www.psiexams.com
www.watersystemscouncil.org%0D
mailto:trustinfo@agwt.org
mailto:Jewels2564@aol.com
mailto:Gramsue67@gmail.com
mailto:NicoleKraft@EPA.com
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Daniel M. Shultes Scholarship Fund Guidelines
This scholarship is a one-time award to children of Contractor members in good standing who are 

attending college in a field of study outside the industry or areas not covered by the Al Mack Scholarship.

Awarding of Scholarships

•	 Preference to be given to children of Full 
Contractor members

•	 Preference to be given to students attending 
minimum of a 2-year program

•	 Persons may make applications to the 
scholarship committee only after acceptance 
at an accredited school.

•	 Funds may be distributed to more than  
one person in any one calendar year.

•	 Application deadline is April 1st of each year.

•	 Applicants are selected via a blind  
selection process.

•	 The number of scholarships and the amount 
of the scholarship are at the discretion of the 
Scholarship Committee and cannot exceed  
a total of $1000 per calendar year.

•	 Scholarship funds are released upon 
acknowledgment of grades.

For more information contact the scholarship 
committee or go on our website at 

www.nywelldriller.org 

Scholarship Money Available
As we approach the beginning of another school year, college-bound students and their families are 

searching for available funds to help offset the cost of further education. The ESWWDA offers a scholarship 
to applicants whose course of study is related to the water well industry. Preference is given to family 

members of association members and secondly to those attending 2-year programs at an accredited school.

Further information is available by contacting the Scholarship Committee Chairperson, Jim Utter. 

ESWWDA Hole Talk Ad Rates (per year - 4 issues)
	 Business Card . . .    $200	 1/4 Page . . .    $500
	 1/2 Page . . .    $1000	 Full Page . . .    $1,500

Please call Susan Bates at (315) 225-3060 if you have any questions,  
or email your advertisement to: gramsue67@gmail.com . 

Albert H. MackScholarship Guidelines
Guidelines for the establishment of the scholarship fund and awarding of scholarship monies for ESWWDA:

A. Scholarship Fund

1. Maximum funds available in one calendar year: 
$2,500.

2. One thousand dollars per year to be set aside 
until the fund reaches $7,500.

B. Awarding of Scholarships

1. Preference to be given to sons or daughters 
of association members.

2. Preference to be given to students attending 
2-year programs.

3. Scholarships available only to persons  
whose course of study is related to the  
water well industry.

4. Persons may make application to the 
scholarship committee only after acceptance 
at an accredited school, offering a program 
related to the water well industry.

5. Funds may be distributed to more than 
one person in any one calendar year.

6. Scholarship funds are released upon 
acknowledgment of grades. 

www.nywelldriller.org
www.nywelldriller.org
mailto:gramsue67@gmail.com
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The membership of the 
ESWWDA consists of 
contractors involved 

in the water supply industry 
including but not limited to:

º Drilling Contractors

º Water System Installers

º Manufacturers and Suppliers

º Engineers & Hydrogeologists

º Contractor Associates

º Student Associates 

Send us 
your events!

To place an item in this calendar, 
or to submit an article 

or advertisement, please email 
Jewels2564@aol.com 

or Gramsue67@gmail.com 
no later than February 1, 2026, 

the next Hole Talk deadline. 

3320 Marengo Road
Port Matilda, PA 16870

E.S.W.W.D.A. PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
State College, Pa.
Permit No. 21

UPCOMING EVENTS

Visit www.nywelldriller.org

December 9-11, 2025  
NGWA Groundwater Expo  
and trade show, 
New Orleans, LA 
For details www.ngwa.org

January 13-14, 2026 
ESWWDA Annual Meeting 
Turning Stone Resort & Casino, 
Verona, NY 
Hosted by the Bates family 
For details www.nywelldriller.org

March 13-14, 2026 
New England Water Well Expo 
Best Western, Royal Plaza Trade Center 
Marlborough, MA 
For more information:  
https://newwassociation.org

March 24-26, 2026 
WSC Spring Meeting  
& Congressional Fly-in 
Phoenix Park Hotel, Washington, DC 

wsc@watersystemscouncil.org

April 2026 
Will be held in western NY  
and hosted by Frey Well Drilling.

July 2026 
Yet to be determined,  

details to follow

October 2026 
Yet to be determined,  

details to follow   

Affiliate Organization 
member of NGWA

www.nywelldriller.org
mailto:Jewels2564%40aol.com?subject=Hole%20Talk%20content
mailto:Gramsue67%40gmail.com?subject=Hole%20Talk%20content
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